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November 28                           19:00-20:00   

Editing our genes with CRISPR tools derived from bacteria 
Lluis Montoliu 
Investigador del Consejo Superior de Investigaciones Científicas 
 

A new technological revolution has been taking place in Biology over the last five 
years. In 2003, a Spanish scientist, Francis Mojica, discovered how bacteria fight 
against the viruses infecting them. And, years later, other researchers realized the 
same defence system could be used to edit the genome of any organism, including our 
genomes, at will. These tools, generically known as CRISPR, can be applied to restore 
incorrect genes, mutated, and hence eventually result in advanced therapeutic 
approaches to cure diseases. In this talk, I will briefly summarize the highlights of the 
discovery of CRISPR and its applications in biomedicine. 
 

Magazine article about this SMALL TALK session: 
Editing Genes with CRISPR Tools Derived From Bacteria – by Elena Valenzuela 
 

December 12                     19:00-20:00   

Alice 
Antonio Jiménez Hernando - Madrid 
 

Alice in Wonderland is one of the most original and crazy novels from English 
literature, with a plot that leads each reader to understand it on their own way. Here we 
present a slightly different interpretation of Lewis Carrol's book as an intimate concert, 
with the help of an acoustic guitar and new song lyrics based on the original story. 
 

Magazine article about this SMALL TALK session: 
Alice – by Ismael Moreno Serrano 
 

January 16                           19:00-20:00   

The Evolution of Language 
Sara Sutton - Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada 
 

As we attempt to master our own vernacular and learn others, we often forget the 
diverse history that comes with language. We become absorbed by its present state- 
its vocabulary, grammar and phonetics- all of the pieces that are needed to better 
communicate with others. However, it may be helpful to take a step back and ask, how 
did we get here? Where did language begin and how has language, specifically 
English, evolved into its current form? We will explore how English has changed 
throughout history, and also, to most people's surprise, how ever-changing the English 
language is to this day. 
 

Magazine article about this SMALL TALK session: 
The Evolution of Language – by José Antonio Sánchez Mingorance 
 

January 23                           19:00-20:00   

Who Is "American"? 
Henry Zhu - Carmel, Indiana, United States 
 

As the United States becomes increasingly culturally and racially diverse, what does 
it mean to be an "American," and who makes that decision? The rise of nativist and 
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xenophobic sentiment across the country begs the question of whether a nation of 
immigrants is really as tolerant as it believes itself to be, and if the country is still 
making progress or only sliding further backwards. 
 

Magazine article about this SMALL TALK session: 
Who is American? – by Francisco Javier Hernández Brosed 
 

January 30                           19:00-20:00   

Bosnia was in war during the 1990’s. What happened to the people who was 
affected by this conflict? Will it happen again around Europe? 
Isaak Begoña - Madrid 
 

Isaak Begoña’s new novel is concerned with the Balkan’s recent History but it is also 
in tune with other issues: Literature as a shelter, the Squat movement in London during 
the 1990´s, politics and moral values of our troubled planet. 
 

Magazine article about this SMALL TALK session: 
Londres-Sarajevo – by Jesús Enrique Racionero 
 

February 6                           19:00-20:00   

We Were Deceived As Kids:  Effort Does Not Equal Success 
Javier Regueira Zod - Ferrol 
 

When we were kids, parents and teachers showed us the so called infallible formula 
to succeed in life:  the more effort you put in, the better results you obtain in return. Full 
stop. Whilst this principle may hold true during academic life, it ceases to be valid the 
day you become an entrepreneur.  Different evidence shows that most business 
failures are not caused by external factors, but by the very entrepreneur´s inability to: 

a.     Prioritize. 
b.     Admit the need to pivot his/her business model when results are poor. 
In other words, in business, hard work alone does not guarantee success. 

 

Magazine article about this SMALL TALK session: 
We Were Deceived As Kids:  Effort Does Not Equal Success – by Carmen Cuéllar Lozano 

 

February 20                           19:00-20:00   

Defying Franco Era Gender Roles: An analysis of Pedro Almodóvar´s 1999 film, 
Todo sobre mi madre 
Jamie Vear – Chicago, Ilinois 
 

Throughout its long political history Spain has gone through the gamut of trials and 
tribulations surrounding their leaders, their policies and their effect on society. In 
moving away from what Spain once was under the leadership of Francisco Franco and 
those before him, artists of all kinds have tried to interpret the Spanish struggle to 
change and shed light on the good that has come from certain darkness. In the art of 
Film, directors such as Pedro Almodóvar have created daring and beautiful stories to 
show the direction in which Spain is now moving. In his 1999 Film, Todo sobre mi 
madre, Pedro Almodóvar illustrates the difficulty of societal change and the breaking of 
old Spanish norms, specifically surrounding women and gender roles. We will analyze 
certain film techniques and narrative structure to understand how Almodóvar expresses 
these changes and how he highlights the importance of acceptance of marginalized 
groups. 

  

Magazine article about this SMALL TALK session: 
Defying Franco Era Gender Roles: An analysis of Pedro Almodóvar´s 1999 film, 
Todo sobre mi madre – by Ángel Donoso 
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February 27                           19:00-20:00   

Following the Footprints of the Great Detective: Sherlock Holmes 
Lucía Yagüe - Madrid 
 

 A brief walk through Sherlock Holmes’ life as the main figure of the Detective Novel, 
created by Arthur Conan Doyle. Is he an anti-hero or a hero? We will take a look at the 
points and facts that built the character as one of the most popular figures in English 
literature and how he inspired further characters and the recent adaptations with a 
comparative analysis of the original novel. 
 

Magazine article about this SMALL TALK session: 
Following the Footprints of the Great Detective: Sherlock Holmes – by Lucy Popa 
 

March 13                           19:00-20:00   

Erasmus Experience: The Person Who Goes Is Not the Same Person Who 
Returns 
Ylenia González Rodríguez- Madrid 
 

A brief explanation of the Erasmus exchange programme: its requirements, costs, 
duration… How to decide the country? 

In a more personal level, a summary of my Erasmus experience, in Antwerp 
(Belgium), where several interesting and important events will be pointed out. Among 
them, living alone for the first time, the chance to know new cultures and be able to 
appreciate cultural differences between all the Erasmus participants in my own 
experience. 

Finally, we will analyse the growing process that Erasmus implies and my personal 
point of view after having lived this experience abroad.  
 

Magazine article about this SMALL TALK session: 
Erasmus Experience – by Elena Valenzuela Campaña 
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